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MINUTES 
THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE EASTERN ASSOCI- 
ATION OF UNIVERSALISTS. 


Tue Ministers and Delegates composing the East- 
Association of Universalists, met according to 


journment, at WaTERVILLE, (Me.) on the 24th of 


ne, 1823, and opened the session of the Council 
uniting in prayer with Br. Hosea Ballou. 


1. Chose Br. HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 
». Chose Br. RUSSELL STREETER, Clerk. 
8 Chose Br. FAYETTE MACE, Assistant Clerk. 


4. Appointed Brs. R. Streeter, Wm. Frost, and S Cobb, a 
smmittee to receive requests for Letters of Fellowship or 
dination, and report the same. f 

5. Made arrangements for the religious exercises ot Wed- 
sday, and joined in prayer with Br. Wm, Frost. 


"EDNESDAY morning, 8 o’clock, met in Council; Prayer 

Br. Russell Streeter. 

5. Voted, That this Association do recommend to the Breth- 
within its precincts, who have not heretofore formed them- 

ves into Societies, to organize themselves into regularly 

orporate Societies, as soon as convenient, 

- Read letters from several Societies, and attended to some 

nl information concerning others. Br. William Frost has 

noved from Lisbon to Dover, in this State, at which place 

re is a prospect of his being more extensively useful 


MORNING SERVICE. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, introductory prayer. Br. Wm. A. Drew, 
Sermon, from John xvii. 9—“ J pray not for the world, 

¢ for those which thou hast given me; for they are thine.”— 

. William Frost, concluding prayer. 


AFTERNOON SERVICE. 
3r. Russell Streeter, introductory prayer. Br. Hosea Ballou, 
> Sermon, from Gen. xlix. 10—‘* dnd unto him shall the 
thering of the people be.” Br. Wm. A. Drew, last prayer. 
THIRD SERVICE. ; 
3x. Wm. Frost, introductory prayer. Br. Fayette Mace, 
b Sermon, from Psalm Ixxxiv. 11—** For the Lord God is a 
and shield; the Lord will give grace and glory: no good 
ig will be withheld from them that walk uprightly.” Br. 
ran Dinsmore, concluding prayer. 











djourned to 8 o’clock, Thursday morning ; 
niel Youug. 


Prayer by Br. 


PHURSDAY morning, 8 o’clock, met according to adjourn- 
nt, and united in prayer with Br. F. Mace. 
B. The Universalist Societies of Guilford, Parkman, San- 
ville, Foxcroft, and Dover, represented by Br. Win. Frost, 
mes received into fellowship. 
). The Commitiee appomted to receive requests, &c. re- 
ted in favor of granting Letters of Fellowship to Brs. 
ban Dinsmore and J. IV. Hoskins, which was accepted. 
0. Voted, That a suitable book be provided by the Clerk 
the keeping of all the records of the proceedings of this 
ociation. 
1. Whereas the present diversity of Hymn Books used in 
erent Societies in this Association, is attended with great 
mvenience— 
‘oted, That this Association recommend the general use of 
he Universalist Hymn Book,” compiled by Brs. Batiovu 
1 Turner; and that the ministering brethren will furnish 
iselves with the above Hymn Book, with the expectation 
different musical choirs, belonging to our order, will 
Bs convenient, be furnished with the same. 


IORNING SERVICE. 

oductory prayer. Br. R. Streeter, 

viii. 31—“* IV hat shall we say to these 

3, who can be against us?” Br. J. 
ayer. 


ERNOON SERVICE. 
mn, introductory prayer. Br. H. Ballou, 
Cor. iv. 5—* For we preach not ourselves, 
@ Lord; and ourselves your servants for 
8. Cobb, concluding prayer. 
» That Br. Wm. A. Drew prepare a Letter to ac- 
B Proceedings of this Association, and that the 
Ppublished in the “Christian Intelligencer,” as soon 
Bhivenient. 
meoted, That this Association be adjourned to meet by 
me permission, at Farmington, (Me.) on the last Wednes- 
and Thursday of June, 1824. 

HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 
USSELL Strerrer, Clerk 
AYETTE Mace, Asst. Clerk. 




























































CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The EFastrern Assocration or Universaists, to the different 
Societies embraced in its fellowship, and to all who be- 
lieve and rejoice in the Gospe! of our Common Salvation, 
sends christian salutations: “ Grace be unto you, and peace 
from God the Father, and fiom our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this 

resent evil world, according to the will of God our Father: 
l’o whom be glory forever and ever, Amen :” 


Curistian BretrHren—Under the smiles of an 


unchanging Benefactor, we have once more 
been permitted to meet in annual association. And 
with pleasure we assure you, that it was indeed a 
season of joy and rejoicing. There were congregat- 
ed multitudes of our beloved brethren, who, with us, 
profess the faith of universal benevolence: there were 
the hoary headed, the middle aged, and the youth, 
whose tearful eyes betokened the gratitude of their 
hearts ; there, the songs of Zion in tuneful melody 
rose in harmonious accents to the praise of creation’s 
Friend ; there, the penitential acknowledgment and 
devout supplication were heard ascending to the 
throne of the great Disposer of all things; there, that 
truth, which makes men free indeed, was forcibly 
arged and ably illustrated. Nor were these all, which 
rendered our convention a season of rejoicing ; union 
and brotherly love were manifested in reeiprocated 
sentiments of gratitude and friendship. The ac- 
counts, which were received of the prosperity of our 
Redeemer’s cause, were also truly refreshing, and 
justly call for devout thanksgiving and praise. The, 
seemed to remind us of the truth of Divine predic- 
tion, arfd to point us to the approaching period, when 
‘all shall know the Lord, froin the least to the great- 
est ;” aud when “unto Jesus every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue confess him to be Lord to the glory 
of God the Father.” 

BrReTHREN—Our cause is the case of the uni- 
verse; the cnuse of peace aud happiness. Do you 
love it? Do you wish it success? Remember then, 
that both your attachment and yoyr desire are to be 
proved by your exertions. Let us awake from our 
lethargic state, and wield the weapons, which the 
gospel puts into our hands, for the defence of oui 
holy religion. Have you not heard the confusion in 
your enemy’s camps: have you not seen them mar- 
shalled out against you; have you not witnessed the 
phalanxes of those, wno like Herod and Pilate, were 
ever before at variance, now united; have you not 
already experi: need their cruel venom? Will you 
any longer, in this free government, with God and 
his truth on your side, hesitate to maintain that liber- 
ty, wherewith Christ has made you ftee? No! bre- 
thren, we are persuaded better things of you. It is 
your duty, as well as your privilege, to exert those 
powers and faculties, with which your Maker has en- 
dowed you, for the honor of his name and the dis- 
semnination of those principles, which are so much 
calculated to benefit mankind. “ Awake, awake: 
put on thy strength O Zion, put on thy beautiful gar- 
ments O Jerusalem.” 

BretTuren—We feel a great desire to see the 
cause of truth and holiness flourish more abundantly 
in this part of our Lord’s heritage; and we solicit 
your attention, and doubt not we shall receive your 
approbation, while we notice for your consideration, 
a few particulars relating to the means which seem 
necessary to be exerted, in order to accomplish so 
desirable a work. 

Ist. Consult the scriptures of truth. This will be 
necessary, in order to give evergy to those means, 
which are proper to be exerted for the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s cause on earth, There is the de- 
posit of those weapons which alone can give us suc- 
cess. There are contained, all that can make us wise 
unto salvation—all that can direct us in the discharge 
of every duty. Let them, above all things, be the 
man of your counsel. 

2d. Encourage the dissemination of knowledge.— 
Knowleage is power. To this are we indebted for 
the possession of the blessings of civil and religious 
liberty; for the discovery and propagation of truth 








and virtue. Knowledge produces truth, and “ truth 
maketh free :” ignorance is the parent of error, nd 
this, of bondage. There is nothing to fear from the 
attacks which others may make upon our holy religion, 
if kaowledge be encouraged and generally distributed, 
We have no greater enemy than ignorance, with 
which to contend,and even that is now fast retreating 
before the unprecedented exertions which are mak 
ing throughout the world, for a more perfect attain- 
ment and dissemination of the useful sciences. As 
you love the cause of pure religion—as you value the 
liberties of your country—as you regard your own 
honor—as you desire the respectability and happiness 
of succeeding generations, give to knowledge all that 
countenance and support, which your circumstances 
and situations may admit. 

3d. Teach your children the parental character of 
God, and his holy wiil and requirements. Teach 
them, that he is their everlasting Father and unchang- 
ing Friend and Benefactor. That he loves them in- 
finitely more than their earthly parents possibly can 
love them; that he seeks only their true good, and 
that all his requirements are designed for their bene- 
fit. Teach them that He wills their happiness, and 
fix their confidence and love in him, by assuring them 
that he is infinitely powerful, wise and good, and can- 
not fail of accomplishing all his benevolent designs ; 
that their duty and their happiness are inseparably 
connected. Thus shall they be brought up in the 
nurture and admonitions of the Lord; thus shall 
they escape those errors and those tormenting fears, 
which they shall know only to excite their pity for 
the generations which preceded them. 

4th. Having received the light of everlasting truth, 
let not your candle be put under a bushel, but place it 
in some conspicuous situation, that it shall give light 
to all around you. When you profess and are engaged 
in such an honorable cause, let not shame take pos- 
session of your liberty. Let the world know, that 
you are ever ready to honor that profession, which 
so honors you. Labor with temperance, moderation 
and a becoming zeal, among such as are within the 
circle of your influence, to enlighten their understand- 
ings, and to convince them that the conceras of a 
universe, under the government of an omnipotent 
Ruler, are forever secure, and must, according to his 
predominating goodness, result in order, harmony, 
happiness. Manifest to all around, that your faith, 
which centres in love, works by it, and purifies the 
heart; that it is eminently calculated to exert a ben- 
eficial influence in society, and to. render the human 
family, now too much torn by dissention, a band of 
brothers, having one common Parent in the heavens, 
and being destined to the same hopes and privileges. 

oth. Preserve that dignity of principle and inde- 
pendence of sentiment, which are the boon of every 
nan, and more espectally guaranteed to us, by the 
free governinent under which we live. There was 
never any thing gained to the cause of truth, by suc- 
cumbing to the domineering arrogance of its enemies. 
There was never any thivg gained to the reputation 
and honor of an individualby sycophancy. There 
never can be an instance wherein a plain avowal of 
honest sentiment, temperately & charitably matntain- 
ed, brings inthe event, any important disadvantage. 
Honesty of sentiment is ever the best policy, to main- 
tain an honorable character. The syeophant and dis- 
sembler must expect derision; but the firm honest 
avowal will draw approbation, even from an enemy. 

6th. Let not minor differences of sentiment, separate 
between brethren. There is au enemy, that would 
sow the seeds of discord among chief friends ; listen 
not to its syren song. Remember that “ a house di- 
vided against itself cannot stand,” and that, uNtoy 
is indispensably necessary to success. To promote 
this, let charity throw around others the mantle of 
forgiveness, so shall she * cover a multitude of faults.”’ 
Inasmuch as we all believe in the final deliverance 
of all things from sin and misery, and in the restitu- 
tion of thein to holiness and happiness, let us not 
“bite and devour” each other, merely because we 
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inay not agree as to the exact period, when it shall be 
effected. He who wishes to promote discord, will 
generally find occasion to gratify his desire. Small 
things which charity should veil, are too often search- 
ed out and magnified to an exceeding size. Instead 
of magnifying occasions of difference, it becomes us 
as Chiristians, to diminish them. Let union be the 
object of every one to promote, 

7th. Attend upon the preached word as much as 
possible. [t is a divine command, to “ Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy ;” and to avail our- 
selves of every opportunity for instruction. It be- 
comes therefore, a duty incumbent upon all to dis- 
charge. It ought also to be considered, a privilege. 
[s it no privilege to go up to the house of the Lord, 
to worship the God of our fathers—to confess before 
Him our deficiencies and sins—to implore his par- 
doning love—to improve our understandings by ac- 
quiring new knowledge—to fortify oo minds, and to 
gain resolutions of virtue? When blessings are re- 
ceived in common, it 1s proper that they should be 
acknowledged in common. Not only so, such occa- 
Sions tend to cultivate affectionate intercourse and to 
promote brotherly love. They strengthen the cords 
of conlidence and give energy to the means employ- 
ed to succeed the cause of truth. There is anoth- 
er cousideration, which urges an attendance upon re- 
Jigious worship: it will 

8th. Lift up the hands and animaie the hearts of 
those who devote their lives to the ministry of recon- 
etliation. Amid the trials, reproaches aud persecu- 
tions which are suffered by a servant of the cross, the 
least he can expect, to cheer the rugged path is, that 
his brethren give him their countenance and encour- 
agement by assembling with hun, as occasions invite, 
to mingle together in brotherly affections, Whatev- 
er many may say, who know nothing by experience, 
of the labors and difficulties attending upon the dis- 
charge of ministerial duties, it is a fact that they are 
arduous, and from no small motives of consideration, 
to be desired. ‘The ministerial profession, it is tine, 
isa high calling, and this is the very circumstance, 
which demands the constant support of the laity, for 
such elevated situations, perhaps more than any oth- 
er, are exposed to the storms and tempests which an 
angry world foments. A jealous multitude too often 
turns its eyes there with dispositions to defame and 
to destroy. “'The laborer is worthy of his hire,” and 
‘they that preach the gospel should live of the gos- 
pel.” But there isa difference between making gain 
of the profession, and receiving simply a decent sub- 
ststence. The former never should be indulged, and 
the latter never denied. For who among you breth- 
ren, would devote his life and talents to any particular 
profession, incurring thereby the enmity of thousands, 
without the reasonable expectation of possesstug suf- 
ficient of the goods of this life, to enable him and his 
to pass comfortably along? We presume there is no 
one who would do this. Neither can a preacher 
more than any other man hve without subsistence.— 
A preacher, in order to do justice to his Master, and 
to be of advantage to the publie, ought to devote his 
Whuie tune to his profession, either in. public duty or 
private studies 3 but he surely cannot do this, unless 
those for whose good he labors, supply his temporal 
necessities. If you desire, brethren, the spread of 
truth, we would, with that diffidence which it becomes 
as to manifest on this subject, vumbly suggest to your 
consideration, the propriety of lifting up the hands 
and encouraging the hearts of the heralds of the cross. 

9. We would advise to atlend to systematic organi- 
zation. You will perceive by our minutes, that the 
Association have voved to recommend to such breth- 
rev, as bave not heretofore formed into Societies, and 
whocanado i without much meconvenience, to or- 
ganze (hemselves according to the general practice of 
our order. They have done this because they are fully 
eonvinced, that no cause can prosper without syste- 
mate operations. Phe body ts not one, but many 
members.” Jt is unnecessary for. us to set forth all 
the idvantages which would result from an organized 
sysiew. They were ably noticed in the Epistle of 
lust year, to which your renewed attention ts invite. 

This Association weuld also rejoice to witness the 
formation of more churches in this State. ‘They ex- 
pressed in council a great desire, that in such socie- 
tes, as are numerous, the sincere and virtuous be- 
fevers in the faith of Abrahain, would associate them- 


selves together in church organization, That there 
were churches established in Apostolic times, none 


that practice received the approbation of Christ and 
his apostles, what good reason can we show, for not 
conforming to that ancient discipline? If we take 
the gospel for our guide, we should be guided by it— 
we should imbibe its doctrines, follow its precepts, 
and attend to its ordinances. 

Thus brethren, have we in a hasty and imperfect 
manner, set before you, some requisites proper to be 
attended to, in order to sticceed the cause of Zion. 


them, whether they are calculated to be of utility or 
not. It is to be hoped however, that our desires and 
our labors, touching these things, will not be altogeth- 
er fruitless. 

BretHoren—BDe reminded, that after all, * faith 
without works, is dead,” and endeavor to preach to 
the world in conduct louder than your servants can 
in language. Show and prove your faith by your 
works, 

Finally brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 


there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think 
on these things. Those things, which ye have both 
learned, and received, and heard, and seen, po ; and 
the God of peace shall be with you. Armen. 

Per order, WILLIAW A. DREW 
ESET SER LAE ILL ELT Es ORL PL PRE TES ETE EI LTTE ALENT ELIOT TELE LEE 
.vangelical. 
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SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS.......No. 4. 


“ Fur Isayunto you, That except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees,” §c.— Matt. v. 20, 

If we understand by the righteousness of Scribes 
and Pharisees, that which is called self-righteousness, 
and by the righteousness which is toexceed it, that 
_sinless perfection without which no being can be 
perfectly happy, we shal! find ourselves involved in 
difficulties. If none but such as arrive to entire 
sanctification in this life, are to be made completely 
blissful ia another, may we not all exclaim, “ Who 
then can be saved ?” 

Or should we contend that the divine teacher simply 
meant that the righteousness of his followers must 
exceed, that is, be some belter than that of the Piar- 
isees, to render an infinite difference of rewards 
proper, we shuuld expose ourselves to the inquiry, 
whether we would be so vain as to imagine, thata 
state of endless glory will be conferred for services, 
but Little better than the filthy righteousness of the 
Pharisees 2? What justice or goodness could there 
be in making the future condition of two men infi- 
nitely different, because the religion of one, merely 
exceeded that of the other ? 

If the passage be explained to mean that men will 
be rewarded to eternity, with degrees of happiness or 
misery corresponding to their works inthis world, it 
will prove the future condition of men to be just like 
the present, and that there will be as great a differ- 
ence between the condition of the bestand worst of 
good men,as between the ladéer and the best of wicked 
men. The righteousness of Stephen may as far 
erceed that of Peter, as the righteousness of Peter 
did that of Judas! Hence there would be no such 
thing as perfect happiness or misery. 

The meaning of the passage before us will be 
evident, when we take into consideration, that the 
Saviour of the world was suspected, like many of 
his servants, of preaching a licentious doctrine. [is 
Sermon on the mount is designed to exhibit the 
absurdity of such a pretension, by a display of the 
superiority of his doctrine. His opposers suspected 
he had come to disannul the just demands and nec- 
l essary restraints of the law; which he demied, ex- 
| pressly declaring that he came not to destroy, but to 
fulfil the law, Jesus named a cireumstance directly 
to the point, and fuily declarative of his Cisapproba- 
tion of all unrighteousness, when he said, tha: whoso- 
ever among the profussers of his religion, should 
break the least of his commandments, and teach 








men so, should be called least in the kingdom of 


perhaps will deny. If it were a practice then, and if 


You will judge by your attention to, or neglect of 


are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 





heaven; but that whoscever should Go and teach 

them, should be called great. Then he declares 

that so far from teaching a religion inferior to his 

adversaries, that, “Except your righteousness exceed 

the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye 

shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” He proceeds 

to enumerate cases in which his religion was better 

than that of his opposers, ‘Ye dave heard it was] 
said of them of old time, thou shalt not kiil, and 
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg. 
ment. But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment.” And again. ‘“ Ye have heard that 
it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor and 
hate thine enemy ; But I say unto you love your en. 
emies.” Thus the divine teacher compared doc. 
trines with his opponents and evinced the superiority 
of his system to theirs, by showing that it was more 
favorable to righteousness He met and refuted the 
unjust misrepresentations of his religion. He state 
the divine and moral principles by which the lives of 
those are to be regulated, who receive him as thei; 
Lord and Master, and enter into the spirit and pow. 
er of his religion. 

“ The kingdom of heaven,” mentioned in the pas. 
sage under consideration, is the same as that men 
tioned in the verse preceding it, and many othe 
scriptures, particularly the following. “He that i; 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he, 
“The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence.”— 
“The kingdom of heaven shall be taken from you.’ 
‘* The kingdom of heaven shall be likened toa graii 
of mustard seed.” The kingdom of heaven is 
within you.” The phrase evidently relates to thef 
reign of Jesus in the hearts and understanding oj 
those who believe and obey the gospel. When“ 
King reigns in righteousness,” his spiritual empuee, 
may be called a kingdom. It is such for several 
reasons. First, because the felicity which those ex. 
joy who belong to his kingdom on earth, is the saniem 
in nature, though not in degree, with what thev hope 
to enjoy with all his redeemed family in eternity. 
Secondly, because it brings his eternal kingdom t 
view and disciplines the believers for its final glory 
Thirdly, it shows that Jesus is the end of the law {o: 
righteousness ; which law is, * Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy might, and thy neighbo: 
as thyself.” This law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the soul; and may God grant the conversionk 
nay be as universal as the requisitions of the lav, 
'“*'Therefore, seek first the kingdom of heaven an 
| his righteousness, and all these things snail be adde 
unto you.” 

ALPE ECOSPORT LE OT 8 OEE BS LIL UNIT PAD 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the Southern Association of Univer: 
salists was holden at STaFFoRD, (Conn.) on the Lit) 
and 12th of June, 1823. Brs. J. Frieze, D. Picker: 
ing, T. Whittemore, J. Bisbe, and H. Ballou preich 
ed on the-occasion. There were also present, Bis 
R. Carrique, P. Dean, H. Ballou, 2d. J. Flagg, T§ 
G. Farnsworth, Z. Fuller, L. R. Page, and William 
Morse ; the two last of whom received Letters a 
Feliowship, and Br. Fuller was ordained. The A 
sociation was adjourned to meet at Mitroxrp, Ma 
on the second Wednesday and Thursday of Decem: 
ber next. Br. Richard Carrique was appointed 
prepare the minutes of the proceedings of thes 
accompany the same with a circular, = 
lish the whole in the “ Religio 
ihe excellent Circular we taket 

“ The Father of our spirits smiled 
sion, granting us a large and atte 
mation and zeal ta those engaged 
and wisdom and energy to his servants 
py lot of administering the bread and W 
the floek of God with the heavenly manna 
thirsty soul with the pure crystal stream’o 
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RELIGIOUS PRECEPTS, | 

Make Religion the rule of every principle" amg 

tion. Never do any thing which is contrary 10) 

principles, nor espouse any cause which it wil 
jastify. 

Let our Saviour’s golden rule be the standard © 

regulate your actions and dealings with the world- 



























Do unto others as ye would have them do unto ye 
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6) AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE Gospei ’—Paui. 





‘Tux Maine Missionary Socirty held their meeting in 
Portland, on the 24th of June last, and members being present 
from various parts of the State, they united in their contem. 
plated labors. It being their avowed object to confer on things 
appertaining to the salvation of the immortal! souls of sinners, 
justly exposed to the wrath of their offended object of worship, 
we must naturally conclude that the subjects they propose for 
consideration, on those occasions, are in their judgment of the 
highest importance, and have the most direct bearing on the 
object of thei pursuit. In justification of this conclusion, we 
find the Editor of the Christian Mirror speaking in the highest 
terms of commendation of the late meeting, of their “‘ christian 
intercourse,” and of the advantages which must result from 
‘‘holding their meetings in public, and inviting spectators to 
hear addresses, and oral accounts from missionaries.”” Hav- 
ing a strong desire that his readers might have as great a share 
in the meeting as was possible, without being present, the editor 
volunteered his services to give them an account of the most 
glorious things which occurred, and of the all-important facts 
which were related. In the Mirror of the 4th inst. Mr. Rand 
Jamented that he had only room to record one of the several 
ponderous facts which occupied the devout attention of that 
venerable meeting, viz. ‘ the extensive usefulness of the Socie- 
‘y ;”’ but he raised our expectations to the highest degree, by 
promising a narration of inTERESTING FACTS, in his next pa- 
per. Fancying ourselves in the midst of a numerous assembly 
of Calvinists, composed of Doctors, Divines, Deacons, Dele- 
gates and spectators, convened for the avowed purpose of 
divising measures for the salvation of perishing immortal souls, 
every eye was open and every heart beat high with anxiety and 
dread, lest the ponderous truths, big with the worth of dying 
immortals, should be too glorious for human utterance, too sub- 
lime for finite comprehension. At length the Mirror of the 
11th, containing the summon bonum of all the realities commu- 
nicated at the missionary interview, came to hand, and with 
eyes suffused in tears, the reader was presented with the fol- 
lowing most incalculable account, which we give in the exact 
words of the Mirror, that none of its superlative importance 
may be lost. 


“ One of the Trustees, in his public address, related an _in- 
stance of deplorable ignorance on religious subjects ; an in- 
stance which many persons could scarcely believe ever had 
existence in this christian couutry. It occurred m a town 
which lies in the interior, but which was settled at a period as 
early as most towns in the State: in a town which had been 
favored with the ministry of the word during the laboring part 
of one man’s life, but which was destitute many years after his 
decease. A pious female instructer taught her pupils the 
Lord’s prayer, and that they must pray to Jesus Christ. One 
little girl was interested in the new subject of instruction, and 
related the circumstance to her mother. Shehad been sert- 
ously affected with the subject, and wished to comply with her 
teacher’s directions ; but she knew not how to pray. In this 
perplexity she naturally resorted to her mother for aid. But 
the mother also knew not how to pray. She felt the same em- 
arrassment with the child. The whole subject was new to 
t,andshe could give no direction to the little inquirer. She 
seized an opportunity to speak to the teacher herself ; related 
nduct and inquiries of the child, and her own perplexi- 

d begged to be told who Jesus Christ was. Yes, this 

, who had been born and educated in that same town, 
remotely from a house of worship; this mother of chil- 
bom she was under a natural obligation to train up for 

ity ; she did not know that she had ever read the 

Christ, till she heard it from the mouth of her 

emay be asked, howcould this be possible? If 

entered the Lord’s house, why did not the min- 

t at her father’s house, aud there tell her and 

ing about Christ ? It may be proper to state 

p learn from an authentic source, that this wo 

Fought upin a family of Universulists, who 

aded meeting, and who probably never welcomed to 
a messenger of tri, whose erranct was to persuade } 
to fice froin the wrath to come.—There may be many } 
en in this State, who are equally enveloped in moral 

darkness.” 

Canpip Reaper, of whatever name! we had laid our pen | 
aside, having concluded it would be wrong to multiply words | 
oy which the author of the above fabrication, should appear 
more ridiculous, than he necessarily must in the sober judg- 
ment of every reasonable person. The yearnings of compas- 
ston that an editer of a paper in a christian land, should de- 











scend to such measures to support a tottering system strongly 
urged the propriety of passing the account, without further re- 
marks. And we had yielded to these suggestions, had we not, 
on reflection, been convinced, that nothing can be offered 

bi the Mirror more contemptible 
Nor do we pursue the 


which will render the editor 
than he has already rendered himself. 
subject supposing that any person will by this means, be per- 
suaded of the untruth of the story; for among the people of 
different denominations, whom we have heard speak on the 
subject, not an individual has professed a shadow of behef im 
it, though some have intimated that there might be some un- 
intentional mistake, on the part of the frustee. No, it is as 
much impossible to make peaple of common sense and candor 
believe that a mother of a family, of common understanding 
and of social habits, can be found in the State of Maine, hav- 
ing enjoyed the usual advantages of towns in the interior, who 
has never heard of the name of Jesus Christ, as it would be to 
make them believe, that such a person never heard she had 
parents or ancestors, and did not mistrust but that she was an 
anomaly in nature ; having never heard of Adam and Eve. 

We hesitate not to adventure our liberty and all we hold 
dear in time, that the editor of the Mirror cannot prove the 
story he has related. Let him answer only three questions, 
viz.: Whatis the name of the Rev. Trustee who related this 
interesting fuct ? In what town in the interior, does this moth- 
er of a family, of more than savage ignorance, reside? What 
is her name? If he values his reputation, he will spare no 
pains to answer these questions. 

But it appears the story wasnot credited by those who heard 
the address, and to render it probable, the editor of the Mirro? 
takes the responsibility on himself, and pretends to have learn- 
ned, from an authentic source, that the woman was brought up 
ina family of Universalists; from which we are induced to 
believe he is the very trustee who related the ‘ interesting fact,’ 
and to screen himself from deserved disrepute, added that cir- 

Let him answer these inquiries and we shall be 
By what credible author did you learn the circum- 
What is the name of that Universa- 


cumstance. 
sa tisfied. 

stance whieh you relate ? 
list, whose children are reared to the age of 30 ar 40, in the 
midst-of society, without ever Having heard of the name of /e" 
sus? Mr. Rand believes no such thing himself. Universalist” 
mention the name of the Saviour; when speaking on religious 


subjects, as often as other people. To attempt a solution of 


the difiiculty, on the principle that the ministers of such truths, 
as Mr. Rand relates, had not been made welcome in the family» 
is more preposterous than what precedes it; because it suppo- 
ses that none but such men, ever mention the name of Jesus: 
Indeed the more we look at the subject, the more absurd, and 
irreconcileable with truth, it appears. 

To preserve due veneration for the learned min‘sters and 
professors of religion who were present at the late meeting of 
the Missionary Society, we mut either suppose that they were 
so overcome with shame and confusion at the relation of the 
trustec, as to be unable to reply, or what is more probable, that 
the editor of the Mirror, has indulged in what he calls “ edito- 
rial liberty,” and in attempting to give the substance of a 
communication, has departed widely from its real meaning. 
Be the case as it may, it reflects great discredit on a religious 
assembly, professedly engaged ina work of extensive useful- 
ness, to pretend people are ignorant, in a christian community, 
that there is such a name as Jesus Christ, 

That Mr. Rand may have a (rue Mirror, in which to see 
his real features, as the narrator of interesting fucls, we pre- 
sent him with the following, which we pledge ourselves, is 
founded on as creditle authority, as he can produce in support 
of his story. 

Sometime since, two pious sisters, who had just been receiv- 
ed into a Calyinist Church, in the metropolis of the State, went 
to a Thursday lecture, and heard the reveread Doctor give a:y 
exper.:mental description of “the Seribes and Pharisees.’s 


After meeting, one asked the other, if she did not think they 


had heard a glorious sermon. O yes, said she, it was a heaven. 


/y discourse; but cid you know, sister, what the doctor meant 
by them am/ful creatures that he mentioned so often, the scribes 
and pharisees? Why, no, was the reply, not exactly; but 1 
believe he meant some kind of horned creatures ! 

To conclude. Had a spectator informed us that such a 
thing took place as Mr. Rand has related, we should have con- 


sidered him mistaken. Put had the account first been given 


in the intell gencer every Calvinist and friend of the mission. 
ary Society to whom it had been presented, would have called 
it down right scurrility and ridicule, Nor could they be blamed ; 
for who could believe that an assembly of Doctors anc Divines» 
professing to have the love of souls near their hearts, would 
spend their precious time in relating and hearing stories, tha! 
would be dishonorable to a company of wine-bibbers. 
wte— 
ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 


The Boston * Universalist Magazine” of the 12th inst. an- 
nounces the conversion of Exrenaret Case, jr. of Plymouth, 
(Mass.) to the faith of Universal Salvation. For about seven 
years he has been a member, and four years a preacher in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

A > ee 


We are happy to learn by a letter publis ed in the Univer 
salist Magazine, to Br. Battou of Boston, from a gentleman 
who is acquainted with the celebrated Rammonun Roy, a na- 
tive of Bengal, that this learned convert to christianity con 
templates visiting America. He is said to be a man of fine 
talents and most liberal sentiments, and will have a persona! 
interview with Br. Battou, if he travels through New-Englan:: 

— + eo 
Agents for the second volume, who have not settled with 
the Editor, are informed that monies to the amount of twe 
dollars or more, may be sent by mail at the editor’s expense ot 
postage. We hope never to be under the necessity of men- 
tioning this subject again. We are owing the Printer, breth- 
ren; do not forget it! 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

From the great length of the proceedings and Circular leties 
of the Eastern Association, we are necessarily compeiled ta 
omit the valuable communications of * Nazarenus,”’ and “O 
rigen.” Several other favors on hand will receive 
due attention. 
ees 














MARRIED. 

In this town, by Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Solomon B. Raynes, 
to Miss Mary Ann Hannavord. 

sy Rev. J. Taylor, Mr. James B. Cahoon, to Miss Martha 
Homer. 

In Falmouth, by Rev. Mr. 
Sophia Knight. 

(eT cee 


Streeter, Mr. Silas Noyes, to Miss 





ae. 





DIED, 

Tn this town, Mrs. Dolly, wife of Rev. Thomas LB. Ripley, 
aged 23. ; 

At Barre, Vt. on the 7th ultimo, departed this life in the t 
umphs of faith, Col. Bexsamin Watker. His patience and 
resignationdhrouch a long and distressing illness, evinced to all 
around, that a divine support was afforded him. He to the 
last hour of life, expressed an unshaken confidence in the “ex 
ceeding great and precious promises” of the Gospe].—Com. 

in Douglas, Mass. June 29, Mrs. Diantha P. Walker, azed 
29. This amiable woman sustained a fair, a christian char 
acter in the minds of all her acquaintances; for all who knew 
her, were her friends. She bore a long and distressing sickness 
with unmurmuring patience aad soyful submission to the wild 
of her Father. In her last hours, while surrounded by weep- 
ing relations and acquaintances, ber tranquility and unwayer 
ing confidence in God’s universal benignity were truly conso- 
ling. In this faith, and with a bright prospect of an cternad 
re-union in the paradise of God, she could leave her husband 
and her little babes in the hand of her best Friend, and theirs, 
and with eyes undimmed by a tear, fall asicep in her Redeem 
er.—Religious Inquirer. 

In Cuinberland, R. 1. 23d ult. Br. Asa Wheaton, in the 280) 
year of his age. He bore a distressing illness of about 6 week 
with christian fortitude, and a faith full of immortality. , 

In Philadelphia, on the 17th ult. Mr. Lewis Batpwin, aged 
33, of a pulmony and rapid consumption, which he bore wit! 
patience, resignation and christian fortitude. Mr. B. was for 
merly, by profession, a Baptist, and in very high standing a- 
mong that denomination generally, as well as in the chur 
of which he was a member. It is about two years or a littl 
upwards, since he attended, as it were by accident, for th: 
first time atthe Universalist Church in Lombard-street, where 
after attending a few times, he became @ firm believer in the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation; and, to the great grief ot 
his former friends, he was not backward in avowing that senti- 
ment. Some time in the spring or fore partoft the summer oi 
1822, he commenced preaching in the Northern Liberties, 
where he had for a considerable time taken quite an active 
part in the debates in the Berean Society; and he continued 
preaching and debating in defence of the doctrine of Unive 
sal Grace, as long as his health would permit. _ He died, as he 
had lived, a piousand sincere Christian. A short time pi 
vious to his death, he was visited by Dr. Holcombe, his forme: 

Japtist minister, to whom he stated explicitly (as has been ac 
knowledged by Dr. H. since his death) that he continued fing 
and unshaken in the belief of Universal Salvation. In hin 
society has sustained a loss which will long be felt: his fami): 
anirreparable one, Ilis death has completely refuted the 
vain notion (as others who have gone bofore him have repeat- 
edly done) that Universalism is good to live by, but not to die 
by. Any doctrine which is not good to die by, cannot be good 
lolrve by: and any doctrine which will afford real cons lation 





in life, will afford equal support death —P. U. Mar 
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POLTRY. 
THE GRIEF OF JUDAH. 


tHusn’p is the voice of J udah’s mirth— 
And Judah’s minstrels too are gone ; 

The harps that told Messiah’s birth 
And hung on heaven's eternal throne. 











Fled is the bright and shining throng 

That swell’d on earth the welcome strain, 
And Jost in air, the choral song 

That floated wild on David's plain. 


For dark and sad is Bethlehem’s fate, 
Her valleys gush with human blood ; 
F Despair sits mourning at her gate, 
{ And murder stalks in frantic mood. 


Atmorn, the mother’s heart was light, 
Her infant bloom’d upon her breast, 

At eve, ‘twas pale and wither’d quite, 
And gone to its eternal rest. 


Weep on, ye childless mothers, weep ; 
Your babes are hush’d in one cold grave! 
In Jordan’s streain their spirits sleep, 
Their blood is mingled with the wave. 
‘ Moore's Sacred Melodies. 
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iW FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
4 HT enue s 
nt ORTHODOX MORALITY. 
b It is well known, that there are, in this State, a 


number of orthodox societies, for the suppression of 
intemperance. ‘These societies, if well regulated, are 
i undoubtedly commendable. It being made the duty 
| of each member to discountenance all occasions of 
intemperance, one would suppose that they, acting 
\ under the obligations of duty, would do this. I ve- 
gret to say some at least, donot. [have in my inind, 
a circumstance which I wish to relate, both for the 
purpose of exhibiting the piety, patriotism, and mag- 
naonimity of the distinguished individual, who princi- 
pally figures in the account; and of shewing the 
strange victory, which religious passion someuimes 
gains over virtuous principie, 

At the last September election Gen, *****, a wor- 
thy revolutionary veteran, was elected to the office of 
Representative to the Legislature of this State. It 
had been a practice in that town, (which for the re- 
spect I would preserve for it, 1 forbear to name,) for 
the Representative elect, to expend a considerable 
mi sum for ardent spirits, with which to treat, and often 
to intoxicate the electors. It was well known to 
them, however, that the successful candidate, had, 
for a series of years publicly and privately condemn- 
ed and discountenanced the practice. He had re- 
peatedly advised the gentlemen elected before him, to 
discontinue so pernicious a custom. But they, prob- 
ably from a fear of losing their popularity, dared not 
heed his advice. We will elect you next year, was 
the reply of his immediate predecessor, and see if you 
will have the courage to step forth to discontinue the 
practice. Should I be elected, replied the General, 
you will see whether Ihave the courage or not to 
make my practice accord with my seniiments. Ac- 
cordingly, When he was elected, after signifying his 
acceptance of the office, be addressed the electors to 
this effect: Gentlemen, it is well known to you, that 
for a number of years past, | have invariably profess- 
ed to consider the practice of treating at our civil 
elections, of an alarmimg and dangerous tendency. 
It, in effect, sullies the purity of our elections ; it 


ne 


counmrenances vice; it often sows the fatal seeds of 


intemperance ip our promising youth ; it is a disgrace 
to the reputation of Virtuous corporations ; itis a 
practice productive of no good; it is a practice 
fraught with much evil. Adhering to these princi- 
ples, which, for a long time I have embraced, I shali 
ask the liberty to decline following the practice, which 
my predecessors have adopted. But this I will do: 
i will deposit fifteen dollars in the treasury of the 
town, to go into the funds for the supfiort of the gos- 
pel, to be equally divided among the different denom- 
mations of Christians.” What candid, moral man, 
would say that this was not commendable 2? Who 
would not approve such an adherence to principle as 
this representative manifested on that eccasion? 
Wonderful to tell ; at a future meeting, the unprinci- 


pled and others, jeined by some of the orthodox, who 
belong to a ** suciety for the suppression of intemper- 
auce,” succeeded wu: getting a vote not to accept the 
money deposited by their representative, for the sup- 
port of the gospel or for sqpools. They afterwards 
voted_to reconsider this vote, however, and to except 
it, but decided to expend it in brandy! The brandy 
was provided, but we understand, that the committee 
appointed to procure it, had to settle the bills them- 
selves ; as it was found, that the treasurer refused to 
deliver it up, it being deposited in his hands only on 
conditions, that it should be granted to the ministerial 
or the school funds. 

Now we regret to name such a circumstance ; and 
we shonld not do it, were it not in justice to the char- 
acter of the abused representative ; and in order to 
show how religious passion, soinelimes, gains the as- 
cendancy over our virtuous principles. Why did the 
orthodox join in condemning the proceeding of this 
officer? Why did they countenance intemperance 
in this way, who profess to be under obligations to 
dis-countenance it? There can be no doubt, but it 
was cansed by this circumstance. The representative 
was a Universalist. Wedo not so much wonder, that 
they condemn the religious principles of sach a man, 
but we do wonder, that in their zeal of opposition, 
they condemn the wholesome example and virtuous 
resolution, with them. We do wonder that they op- 
pose that course pursued by a Universalist, which they 
are under obligations to encourage, in their ** society 
for the suppression of intemperance.” 











Biography. 





From the Christian Repository. 
CHARACTER OF REV. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 

I shall be pardoned the attempt of a very feeble 
delineation of the character which [ have always ad- 
mired, loved, and venerated. Feeble indeed it mast 
be, as the original was such as not often arrests the 
attention of mankind, yet i shall be satisfied, if able 
to sketch an outline striculy Comporting with truth, 
and descriptive of only the most predominant features 
of him “ whose praise was in all our churches.” 

Mr. Winchester was born at Brookline, Mass. in 
the year 1750. It has been asserted that no peculiar 
traits of genius marked the first years of juvenile fife. 
But as he approached manhood, when the mental 
powers began to expand, the native talents of a mind 
which was afterwards to astonish mankind, began to 
exhibit themselves. His powers of memory were 
soon observable. His natural seriousness and predis- 
position to the concerns of religion were perceived, 
aud at a very early age, say about 19, he commenced 
preaching asan itinerant Kaptist. His cotemporaries 
and associates regarded him as a young man of great 
promise, who would shortly become a ‘burning and 
shining light,” in which they and their fellow chris- 
tians should greatly “rejoice.” Already he preached 
with a zeal, a pathos and animation rarely seen in 
others. His travels and labors soon extended from 
Vermont te Souta Carolina. In this enlarged space 
of country, hundreds, perliaps thousands were awak- 
ened to a serious view of the importance of religion, 
and to this day, many, who did not keep pace with 
him in his mental travel, nor partake of the enlarge- 
ment of his views of “the great salvation,” still ac- 
knowledge Mr. W. as the instrument of their “ turn- 
ing from darkness to light, and from the power of Sa- 
tan unto God.” 

While at the Southward, he received the first im- 
pression favorable to Universal Grace. Shortly, he 
sailed for England, where he tarried about 9 years, 
preaching and writing much. In London, he was 
“ell received—and in that city he delivered and pub- 
lished his lectures on the prophecgies, with many other 
subordinate works, in illustration and support of the 
doctrine of the Restoration. On his return to Amer- 
ica, which was about the year 1793, he was received 
with a high degree of satisfaction by such as had im- 
hibed his sentiments, and even by inany who did not 
subscribe to them. He was heard with attention by 
most classes of Christians, and it was very rare that 
the meeting-houses of every denomination were not 
opened to him, and crowded with attentive and ad- 





miring auditors. 











{ 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


} 
| 


The various orders of clergy in the United States 
associated with him, as with a man from whom they 
must have derived pleasure and profit. His extensive | { 
reading, his enlarged acquaintance with mankind, the — 








. ~ y 
fund of knowledge, stored in a memory bordering : 
upon intuition, rendered his society interesting and . 
instructive to all deseriptions of men. But his urban- . 
ity, and the benevolence which glowed in his bosom. : 
his simple unaffected manners rendered his conversa. 
tion doubly interesting. Mr. W. had none of that 
imposing haughtiness, which lays humble inquiry un- 
der a painful restraint, nothing of that asperity of 
mind which often wounds the feelings of an opponent : 
and silences without convincing him. He res cted - f 
the tender feelings of all christians, was chasteaiieatn . 
their ignorance and absurdity, and treated with : 
*‘meekness those who opposed themselves” towhat. 
he considered the truth of the gospel. His literar ¢ 
acquirements were by no means of a limited or su-. * he 
perficial nature. With Latin, Greek and Hebrew he b 
had an acquaintance, in which he was excelled by . 
few ; and he was able to preach intelligibly in the t 
French language. The warmth of feeling with which o 
he contemplated religion, the deep and solemn inter- p 
est which he took in all its concerns, and his habit of = 
prety, which had “ grown with bis growth & strength- P 
ened with his strength,” gave a pathos to his public és 
discourses, which awakened and sustained the atten- th 
tion of the crowd who waited on his ministry ; and - 
tho’ some might think him an enthusiast, yet his was Ja 
not the enthusiasm that distracts the mind, confounds 
the ideas, or disgusts the taste. Under his impressive a 
preaching, ridicule felt disarmed of half her weap- be 
ons, and wit, which sometimes sports with sacred os 
things, in his presence, tacitly confessed the object th 
aboye her reach. E. T. be 
UNITARIANISM arias UNIVERSALISM. nc 
We have long been satisfied that but very few, if as 
any, of the Unitarian Ministers in this vicinity believe all 
the Doctrine of Endless Misery; and the following H. 
extract from a piece in the Christian Disciple, will sh 
satisfy others that such is the fact. We are told that tg 


the author is Mr. WaLkeEr, of Charlestown, one of ca 
the ablest Unitarian Ministers in this vicinity. 
























{Boston Uni. Magazine. ws 
EXTRACT. . 
“If by ‘everlasting punishment’ is meant ‘ the proper eter- Di 
nity of hell-torments,’ it is a doctrine which most Unitarians yo 
of the present day concur n rijecting ; some understanding, by as 
that ‘everlasting destruction’ to which the wicked are to be int 
consigned, an absolute annihilation ; others conceiving of their 3] 
sufferings as consequential, and indefinite as to their duration : rh: 
_ and others, that all punishment will be remedial, and will end se 
at last ina Universal Restoration to goodness and happiness.” kn 
——— rer 
REASONS FOR LOVING GOD. pe 
He is our Creator and preserver: He is the author of every me 
blessing we enjoy, and he renders all our afflictions and wit 
disappointments promotive of our best mterest. Our Creator a |} 
knows all our infirmities, our proneness to err, and our appe- 
tites for injurious indulgences, and is merciful to all our ae 
faults. He punishes our sins in mercy, never from a_ disposi- i 
tion of revenge ; but that we may be partakers of his holiness. the 
pur 


Through the mediation of the Redeemer’ he has giveny us the 
hope of immortal life and the continuance of his Pathe! * 
kindness forever. 


Never magnify the faults of any, not even your «nem . 
on the contrary always palliate their errors as muchas a ré=- 


gard to truth and equality will permit. ili 
Consider and treat all mankind as your brethren. 














FOR SALE AT THiS OFFICE, 
A few copies of “* NOTES ON THE PARAG 
losea Batuovu. " 
A SERMON on the Parable of the Rich Mar 
A SERMON on the Doctrine of Election. 
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Universal Salvation. 
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